Dear X,

With the Election just weeks away I am writing to urge you and your party to pledge your support for the arts and publicly recognize its value to each of us as citizens and to our country as a whole.

Now, as never before, we need politicians with vision and principles, who want to create a fair and free society that values creativity, imagination and expression. 

I will be voting for the politician and the party who has such a vision and can articulate a policy to support it. 

And I will not be alone. 

The arts promote our image and reputation abroad. They drive tourism. The arts support our society and contribute significantly to our economy. (The creative industries are one of the most significant contributors to the smart economy). 

Most importantly the arts also bring pleasure and fulfillment to very many people. Over 1 in 4 households in Ireland attended at least one arts event last year. That’s a lot of voters. 

As my local candidate, I would like you and your party to promise the following two points:

1. that funding and support for the arts will be continued at a sustainable level and that investment in the arts will be prioritised 

2. that the arts portfolio will be held by a full Cabinet Minister and be a substantive part of any new department. 
I look forward to hearing from you in this regard. And just as you will spread the word about the value of the arts, I will spread the word about your commitment to them.

Yours sincerely, 
